June 22, 2026

The Honorable Daniel J. McKee
Governor of Rhode Island

82 Smith Street

Providence, Rl 02903

Governor McKee:

| am writing to express our deep disappointment that you signed S 2787/H7415 into
law. With this action, you have turned your back on the state’s families at a time when
they most need you. Your action is a particularly significant blow to those Latino
families desperate to enroll their children in De La Comunidad Bilingual Public Charter
School, a school that has been approved to open but, as you know, will now be
prohibited from doing so because you signed this bill.

In 2009, my organization awarded you a Charter Champion Award because of your
bold leadership to create mayoral academy charter schools in Rhode Island. These
innovative public schools are achieving outstanding results, especially for those
students that have been too often left behind by Rhode Island’s district schools.

With your recent action, you permanently tarnish that legacy. Therefore, we are
rescinding your Charter Champion award, the first time we have taken such action in
the 20-year life of these awards.

As potentially one of your last actions as governor, it is sad and disappointing to see
that you chose to align with the interests of the adults in the state’s teachers’ unions
over the interests of children and the state’s neediest families. You put your political
ambitions ahead of the people you promised to fight for and that is ultimately how you
will be remembered.
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