10 Principles to Drive Educational Excellence and Equity

1. Invest in early childhood education by ensuring that every child has access to affordable quality preschool and early childhood education.
2. Bring both excellence and professionalism to the education profession by focusing on results and offering meaningful opportunities for increased responsibility and increased pay in exchange for teaching excellence, gains in student learning, and leadership in improving the profession.  

3. Turn around our lowest performing schools and ensure equity in our investments by offering incentives for our most effective teachers and principals to move to and stay in schools that need them most.  This includes offering resources for extended school days and school years, investments in middle school and high school reform and dropout prevention, and time for teachers to analyze student data and modify practices to increase student achievement.

4. Support public school choice for all students including access to quality public charter schools as well as school choices within public school districts that ensure full and open access.

5. Close the achievement gap and remain committed to preserving and improving the measures of accountability that keep us focused on that goal.  

6. Ensure high quality standards and assessment systems that measure growth, critical thinking skills, college readiness, and give real time feedback.  

7. Reignite the American commitment to service by inspiring Americans of all ages to serve in schools and other institutions, and recognize the transformative power of social entrepreneurs by establishing a Social Entrepreneurship Agency and Fund that will support and replicate outstanding social ventures.  

8. Attend to the development of children’s physical health as well as the development of their intellect by ensuring all children have health care coverage.

9. Access to college should be a birthright and not a privilege; every American should be able to afford college in exchange for service to their community or country.
10. Parents must be partners in helping make our young people disciplined students and committed citizens.

