Dear Friends,
Our country stands at an all important crossroads: at the same time that America faces more and stronger competition from emerging economies and countries around the world, we see a massive achievement gap here at home that hampers our ability to compete. We cannot be the country we aspire to be without making sure every child has a fair shot at achieving his or her dreams, and without making sure that we have a school system that is second to none in preparing our young people for the skills they will need to help America lead the 21st century.  To meet this challenge we need a presidential candidate with a bold and comprehensive education plan committed to excellence and equity – and a record of introducing and supporting policies that further both of those aims.  To meet this challenge America needs a president with the vision to recognize our needs for excellence and equity, the wisdom to build a comprehensive plan to address these needs, and the courage to implement that plan once he is in office. We have signed this letter to affirm that Senator Obama is the only candidate who is capable of meeting that challenge.
We, the undersigned, support Senator Obama because he has demonstrated his commitment to these ideals, not through words, but through building an education platform that links a commitment to reform principles with a commitment to a reform plan:
Senator Obama has promised to make a significant investment in school readiness by ensuring that every child has access to affordable quality preschool and early childhood education, especially targeted towards communities where we know students are in poverty and enter school already behind their peers.

Senator Obama recognizes that it is time to bring both excellence and professionalism to the education profession in order to recruit America’s best and brightest to become teachers and school leaders.  To do this Senator Obama has proposed  transforming teaching into a profession that is focused on results, offers meaningful and regular opportunities for learning and growth, and offers increased responsibility and increased pay in exchange for teaching excellence, gains in student learning, and leadership in improving the profession.  

 

Senator Obama understands that we need to help ensure equity in our investments; to do so he has proposed incentives to help attract our best teachers and principals to the schools that need them most, especially schools serving large concentrations of students in poverty.

Senator Obama realizes we need to make a national commitment to turning around our lowest performing schools.  To do this Senator Obama has allocated funding for schools that need it most.  This funding could be used for extended school days and extended school years, investments in middle school and high school reform, dropout prevention programs, and support for quality after school and summer programming.  In addition to more time and support for students, these schools also need more time for teachers to analyze student data, work together as professionals, and modify practices to increase student achievement.

 

Senator Obama has supported meaningful public school choice for all students throughout his career, including access to quality public charter schools as well as school choices within public school districts that ensure full and open access.

Senator Obama is committed to closing the achievement gap and committed to preserving and improving the measures of accountability that keep us focused on that goal.  
To accomplish this goal of closing the achievement gap Senator Obama has acknowledged that we need high quality assessments that measure growth, critical thinking skills, college readiness, and give real time feedback, and has pledged to work with Governors in 50 states to develop these assessments.  

Senator Obama has made a historic commitment to reestablishing service as a core component of American life by proposing programs like the Classroom Corps, which will channel thousands of volunteers into the underserved classrooms that need them most.  Not only has he called on people of every age and background to find ways to serve, he has recognized the transformative power of social entrepreneurs and vowed to support and enhance their work through the establishment of a Social Entrepreneurship Agency and a Social Entrepreneurship Fund that will focus on supporting and replicating outstanding social ventures that are having an impact.  
Educators know that a real commitment to children means attending to the development of their physical health as well as the development of their intellect.  A child cannot learn when she is sick and can’t afford to the doctor.  This is why Senator Obama’s commitment to require that all children have health care coverage recognizes the basic truth that education is only one component of our obligation to our children.
Senator Obama has made a historic commitment to make sure no high school graduate should be prohibited from attending college due to financial hardship.  His conviction that college access should be a birthright and not a privilege is supported by his comprehensive plan to engage young people in service as a way to earn college tuition.
 

Finally, Senator Obama has recognized that none of these reforms will be possible without parents taking greater responsibility in their children’s education.  Parents must be partners in helping make our young people disciplined students and committed citizens.

 

In this critical moment there is no time to play politics or rest on old ideologies. America needs a president who is committed to getting results and willing to invest the time, energy and resources in building a plan that will do just that.  That is why we have joined together to declare our belief that Senator Obama offers us the best chance to make America’s schools the international beacon of both equity and excellence.
Sincerely,

