Advance Illinois

director of communications

Advance Illinois is a new statewide K-12 education advocacy organization dedicated to research, mobilization and grassroots support for policy change that will have a dramatic impact on closing the achievement gap for school children in Illinois. Its mission is to serve as an independent, objective voice promoting policies to create a world-class K-12 education system in Illinois that prepares all students to be college and work ready.  Led by a high-powered Board of Directors who are business, civic, education and grassroots leaders from communities across Illinois, Advance Illinois aims to help transform the Illinois education policy landscape to enable all Illinois students to excel.
 

The Communications Director will be responsible for establishing the voice and identity of this new organization. S/he will “market” the thought leadership of Advance Illinois’ research, policy development and stakeholder engagement initiatives; create and execute the staged public launch of Advance Illinois and manage the ongoing strategic communications plan; and ensure that Advance Illinois’ policy positions, ideas and key messages influence major education policy discussions throughout Illinois.  This is a highly entrepreneurial position in a start-up organization that offers a significant opportunity to improve Illinois’ education outcomes and international competitiveness. 

 
The successful candidate will have extensive communications experience in a political environment. S/he will know the most successful strategies for distilling and communicating complex messages in an easy-to-understand way across a large and complex state. S/he will have an unwavering commitment to the mission and a keen eye for when, where and how to make an impact. Knowledge of current issues in Illinois, as well as knowledge of and relationships with key political leaders and stakeholders, is vital.  

Education and Experience Requirements

Minimum of five years of communications experience in a public policy-related field. Experience with web strategy, development and maintenance, writing press releases and publications, working with reporters and organizing events in a policy environment required. Strong knowledge of Illinois media and political landscape required. Knowledge of education policy is a plus.  A bachelor’s degree required; a master’s degree in communications, journalism, public policy or related field is preferred. 

Application Procedures

The review of applications will begin immediately and will continue until the position is filled.  For best consideration, applications should be submitted electronically prior to Friday, July 11.  Applications should include a letter of interest and a current resume.   Nominations for the position, applications, or inquiries about the position and/or the search process should be directed to:  

Monisha Lozier

President & Founder

Cobbe Place Consulting

773-472-0254

monisha@cobbeplaceconsulting.com
